Chapter 3
THE COLLECTIVISTIC ASPECT (continued).
BIRTH CONTROL AND ABORTION
Sterilization, as we have seen, should be confined to rigidly
selected categories of individuals and to cases where the objections
to parenthood are of a permanent character. There will always
remain the mass problems of those who, though not generally
unfit for parenthood, should have either fewer children or have
them at better spaced intervals, and in their interest the twin,
problems of birth control and abortion will have to be solved
by the legislator.
C.   BIRTH CONTROL.
Of these two methods, birth control, one of the most important
inventions in the history of the human race, has, on the whole,
been treated more leniently by the criminal law than abortion.
Indeed, in most countries the period of open criminal persecution
is now largely over. Statutes prohibiting propaganda for, and
the teaching and the application of, contraceptive methods, or
the sale of instruments of birth control have been largely repealed
or at least fallen into disuse. Nevertheless, the history of the
birth control movementx knows of many stormy incidents, and
unless certain weak spots in its ideological armour are removed
it may once more become the object of violent suppression. In
view of the key position which the problem is bound to occupy
in the coming work of social reconstruction the present legal
position in some of the more important countries may be briefly
sketched. It is illuminating to trace the various stages in the
gradual conversion from one extreme to the other : from whole-
sale persecution via partial and half-hearted toleration to complete
neutrality and, finally, to positive acceptance and incorporation
in a constructive scheme of population policy. Roughly speak-
ing, three groups of countries may be distinguished :
1 A good account of it can be found in Dr. Max Hodann's History of Modern
Morals (1937 edition), Chapter V, with Bibliography. Moreover, art. " Birth
Control " m Encycl. of Social Sciences, and D. V. Glass, Population Policies and Movements
in Europe (1940), pp. 29 et seq.
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